
AROUND THE COMMUNION

Episcopal News Service: The Episcopal
Church needs to work out matters of
“extended episcopal ministry” within its own
provincial borders, and unhappy congrega-
tions should not expect “direct intervention”
by anyone outside the Episcopal Church in
the United States--including the archbishop
of Canterbury, Presiding Bishop Frank T.
Griswold has written in a December 5 letter
to the Church's House of Bishops.

Griswold met with his Council of Advice,
a team of bishops elected from each of the
nine provinces of the Episcopal Church, in
New York December 2-3. The council,
which elected Louisiana Bishop Charles
Jenkins as its new president, includes bish-
ops Lloyd Allen (Honduras), Harry
Bainbridge (Idaho), Richard Chang
(Hawaii), Wendell Gibbs (Michigan),
Robert Ihloff (Maryland), James Jelinek
(Minnesota), Chilton Knudsen (Maine),
Bruce MacPherson (Western Louisiana),
and Jack McKelvey (Rochester).

“What they had to say confirmed much
of what I have been hearing from you and
others about the life we share in Christ and
the complexities of the present moment,”
Griswold wrote. 

Thanking the bishops for their “sacrificial
expenditure of yourselves” in listening and
serving as “ministers of interpretation and
encouragement,” Griswold alluded to his own
struggles in the aftermath of General
Convention’s decisions to ratify the ordina-
tion of a gay priest as New Hampshire’s bish-
op coadjutor and acknowledge the practice of
blessing same-gender relationships. “I have
certainly had my burdens to bear as well,
though in a somewhat different way, and have
had to experience the deep sadness of rela-
tionships becoming impaired or broken,” he
wrote. “At the same time, I find an unexpect-
ed confidence stirring within me, and look
ahead with a hope not of my own making.” 

No direct intervention
He then outlined the process for discus-

sion of the draft plan for Supplemental
Episcopal Pastoral Care, which was circu-
lated on Oct. 31. The document is to be dis-
cussed at the provincial meetings of bish-
ops. Reactions to the draft and any imple-
mentation already underway will be taken
up at the bishops’ meeting in March 2004.

Griswold pointed out that the draft was
also sent to Archbishop of Canterbury
Rowan Williams. “I have been in consulta-
tion with the Archbishop, and in a conver-
sation earlier this week, he made it clear that
the responsibility for working out a form of
extended episcopal ministry lies within our
province,” he said. “Indeed, the consultation
envisaged in the statement of the primates
following our October meeting is precisely
that and does not involve some kind of
direct intervention on his part.” Calls for
such direct intervention, either by Williams
or the primates, have been made by various
conservative groups within the Episcopal
Church.

“The matter of Supplemental Episcopal
Pastoral Care in the Episcopal Church is
clearly the responsibility of our bishops--to
whom is given the ministry of oversight--and
we are obliged to treat it with full seriousness.
It is my firm belief that by exercising gen-
erosity and pastoral sensitivity in a spirit of
trust we can meet the needs of all of our con-
gregations,” Griswold went on. “I note here
how important it is for all of us who hold
jurisdiction to be full partners in this work,
regardless of our points of view. The various
speculations about alternative structures and
realignments are unhelpful and draw us away
from the hard work we must do together in
order to be faithful as chief pastors to all of
our people, and to honor our call to be min-
isters of Christ’s reconciling love.”

Bilingual prayer books available
Anglican Communion News Service:

The Convocation of American Churches in
Europe announced the release of Spanish-
English and French-English editions of our
bilingual prayer book, Selected Liturgies
from the Book of Common Prayer.

Like the Italian-English version first pub-
lished by St James Church, Florence, in 1999,
the Spanish and French editions include the
following liturgies, with facing text in English:

� Daily Morning Prayer: Rite II 
� Daily Evening Prayer: Rite II 
� Compline 
� Holy Baptism 
� Celebration of a Marriage 
� Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
� Prayers of the People  
� Reconciliation of a Penitent  
� Ministration to the Sick  
� Burial of the Dead: Rite I 
Each edition also includes an appendix of

selected psalms, prayers and thanksgivings.
Cloth-bound with a ribbon bookmark and 384

pages long, the bilingual editions are paginated
and formatted to correspond with the Church
Hymnal Corporation’s 1979 standard Book of
Common Prayer. Individual copies are available
for a donation of $25, which includes book rate
shipping and handling charges. A limited num-
ber of leather-bound copies are available for a
total donation of $50 each. A 10% discount will
apply to orders of five or more copies, and a spe-
cial parish rate is available for bulk orders.

For more information or to request copies
of any of the bilingual editions, please contact:
Christina Caughlan, at info@stjames.it

Eventual proceeds from the sale of the books
will be forwarded to the Convocation and used
to finance the German-English Prayer Book
(due to be available in late 2004), defray print-
ing costs, set aside for future reprints or used to
permit complimentary distribution.

There was great theological diversity
in early Christianity, with each group
having and reading gospels which por-
trayed Jesus as agreeing with their the-
ology.  

Besides the “proto-orthodox,” from
which all modern forms of Christianity
developed, there were also:

� Jewish-Christians Adoptionists,
who kept Jewish Law and thought all
Christians should, and believed Jesus
was adopted as God’s Son at his bap-
tism;

� Marcionites, who believed Jesus
was not Jewish and Christianity should
be purified of everything Jewish,
including the Old Testament; and 

� Gnostic Christians, who believed
Jesus came to give people the knowl-
edge (gnosis) of their spiritual nature
and how to escape this material world

and return to the Ultimate God.  
None of these groups would read lit-

erature from other groups.  Instead
each group had its own literature.  

When “proto-orthodox” Christianity
was chosen by the emperor
Constantine and became the official
religion of the Roman Empire, the
proto-orthodox were in a position to
destroy all the copies of literature rep-
resenting other forms of Christianity.
And orthodoxy was quite successful.
Very little literature from competing
forms of Christianity survived (mainly
quotations in books written against
them). Only since 1945, when thirteen
books of (mainly) Gnostic writings
were discovered buried in Nag
Hammadi, Egypt, have we had com-
plete (or nearly complete) copies of a
large numbers of gnostic works.

Was the
Church right to
destroy all the
non-orthodox
Christian litera-
ture? They cer-
tainly felt they
were right to
prevent people
from reading
those works
and foolishly
believing them.  

Did the
destruction of
the non-ortho-

dox literature deprive people of knowl-
edge of what Jesus actually said and
did? In the case of gnostic literature,
probably not.  

While there may be some authentic
Jesus traditions in the Gospel of
Thomas, gnostic thinking has very lit-
tle likelihood of going back to Jesus or
to the early Palestinian Church, accord-
ing to most scholars. It does seem to be
present fairly early, though, as 1
Corinthians, Colossians, 1 and 2
Timothy, Titus and the Epistles and

Gospel of John seem to oppose gnostic
ideas.  

The upshot of all this? There is very
little likelihood that any distinctively
gnostic portrayal of Jesus (Jesus saying
anything gnostic) is historical. Jesus
was a first-century Jew, and the Jesus
of gnostic literature seems entirely for-
eign to that environment, while the
Jesus of the canonical gospels (perhaps
especially the Synoptic Gospels) says
things that “make sense” and “fit” the
Jewish cultural and religious setting of
1st century Palestine.  While the
canonical gospels contain elements
that some scholars doubt go back to
Jesus and represent later developments
in Christian theology, most historians
agree that they are our best sources for
the life and teachings of Jesus and are
more historically credible than any of
the gnostic gospels.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron
Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631
or at gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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Canterbury says ECUSA should work out own solution

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R
Some recent books, including Elaine Pagels’

Beyond Belief, seem to accuse the Christian Church
of unjustly rejecting the Gnostic Gospels and trying
to deprive us of the benefit of reading them. Is that
what happened?


